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BBTS GRADUATION BANQUET  
AND COMMENCEMENT 

 

Dr. Thomas M. Strouse 

 On Saturday, May 16, 2026 and Sunday, May 17, 2026, 

Bible Baptist Theological Seminary, under the aegis of Bible 

Baptist Church, recognized and honored four men for their 

academic work for theological degrees in preparation for the 

Lord’s ministries among Baptist churches. The Banquet and 

Church services were held at the beautiful Marriott Courtyard which provided 

adequate seating and delicious meals for both days.  

 The Saturday Banquet had 

four biblical Baptist churches 

represented, namely Galilean 

Baptist Church and Pastor Dr. 

Hinebaugh and his wife Jackie and 

family, Pastor David Short and his 

wife Janet of Maranatha Baptist 

Church, graduate Pastor Gene 

McKinley of Good News Baptist 

Church in Ireland, and of course, 

Bible Baptist Church of Cromwell, 

CT. The testimonies of visiting 

pastors and candidates were a 

challenge and blessing to  

all involved.  

On the Lord’s Day, Sunday, Pastor Gene McKinley gave a biblical 

challenge on Jer. 12:5 in Sunday School about the difficulties of serving the Lord 

and the need to press on. Dr. Thomas Strouse continued in the regular Sunday 

AM service with exegeting Acts 19:1-10. In the commencement address,  
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Above: With the Hinebaughs 

Below: With the Shorts and Pastor McKinley 
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Dr. Strouse preached on Acts 20:17-32 

and the need to follow the “pattern” of 

Paul in salvation and service. 

 The candidates were Pastor 

Lucky Cris D. Ambos from the 

Philippines who received the 

Certificate of Theology (in absentia) 

which degree included six seminary 

courses that he received from Bible Baptist Theological Seminary doctoral 

graduates, namely Dr. Emmanuel Tanierla 

and Dr. George Totica, both of Iloilo, 

Philippines. Mr. Aiko Tinte received the 

Associate of Theology degree which 

included sixty-four seminary credits. Mr. 

and Mrs. Aiko Tinte are faithful servants 

in Bible Baptist Church, Cromwell, CT. 

Pastor Gene McKinley, church planter and 

pastor of Good News Baptist Church in 

Ireland, received the Master of Biblical 

Studies degree.  

 Finally, Bible Baptist Theological Seminary honored the faithful servant 

of the Lord, Pastor David Short, with the honorary Doctor of Divinity degree 

for his church planting (three Baptist churches) and pastoring of Baptist 

churches for over forty years. For instance, Dr. Short and his lovely wife Janet 

have been intimately involved in the 

following churches: Central Baptist 

Church (Plymouth, MI), Faith Baptist 

Church (Milwaukee, WI), Anchor Baptist 

Church (Woburn, MA), Berean Baptist 

Church (Ogden, UT), Emmanuel Baptist 

Church (Clearfield, UT), South Middlesex 

Baptist Church (Framingham, MA), and 

Maranatha Baptist Church (Agawam, 

 

Sunday School with Pastor McKinley 

 

2026 Graduates 

Maranatha Baptist Church 

 

Continued on next page 



 

 

 
 B

B
T

S
 G

R
A

D
U

A
T

IO
N

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

3
 

BBTS GRADUATION (CONCLUSION) 

MA).  In 2008, he received the Master of Biblical Studies, and in 2025, he 

received the Master of Divinity degree from Bible Baptist Theological 

Seminary.  

 Bible Baptist Church members are thankful for their involvement in 

training these men in “the unsearchable riches of Christ” (Eph. 3:8)!  

Aiko Tinte 
ASSOCIATE OF THEOLOGY 

Gene McKinley 
MASTER OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 

David Short 
DOCTOR OF DIVINITY 

Dr. Thomas Strouse, Dr. Ryan Strouse, and 

Prof. Jeff Skorupski 
BBTS FACULTY 



 

 

MORE BBTS GRADUATION PHOTOS 
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   

The seminary dean with the graduates 

Hymns of consecration:  

“My Life Is Thine” and “Lord, Send Me Anywhere” 

Rejoicing with BBC member Sophia Gagnon on her graduation 

from nursing school. The Gagnons’ newest family member  

was also present! 
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SOPHIA GRACE GAGNON 

 On May 16, 2026, Miss Sophia Grace Gagnon 

graduated from Central Connecticut State University 

with the degree Bachelor of Science in Nursing and 

was inducted into the Sigma Theta Tau International 

Honor Society of Nursing.  

 This young lady Sophia is a 

faithful church member of Bible 

Baptist Church and the daughter of 

Mr. Bill Gagnon and the late Mrs. Kirsten Gagnon. 

She was home-schooled by her mother and then went 

on to study at and to graduate from Central 

Connecticut State University, making excellent 

grades. In the pinning ceremony, she was pinned in 

the black dress as a “symbolic rite of passage marking a student’s official 

transition from nursing school into the professional nursing workforce.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 We are thankful for the testimony of Sophia and this 

accomplishment in her life. 
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BBC EXTRAS 

BBC/BBTS 2026 SCHEDULE  

 
 

May 25-29, 2026 
River Valley Baptist Church 

Ireland 
Hebrew II 

 
June 1-5, 2026 

Community Baptist Church 
Coopersburg, PA 
Minor Prophets II 

 
July 20-24, 2026 

Calvary Baptist Church 
Plymouth, NH 

I and II Thessalonians 
 

 
 

Sep. 28-Oct. 2, 2026 
Bible Baptist Church 

Nashua, NH 
Isaiah 

 
Oct. 18-21, 2026 

Willow Grove Baptist Church 
Waynesburg, PA 

Timeless Truths Bible Conference 
 

Nov. 6, 2026 
BBTS Fall Lecture Series 

TBD 

BBC / BBTS SCHEDULE 

 

The Décor Crew 

We appreciate the brethren who came over to  

help set up the decorations  

for the BBTS Banquet and Graduation!  



  Bible Baptist Theological Seminary 

  A Ministry of Bible Baptist Church 

  40 Country Squire Drive 

  Cromwell, CT 06416 

  860-613-2096 

  www.bbc-cromwell.org 

If you have any news 

for the next issue of the 

BBC Update, please 

send an email to 

drtms_bbts@juno.com 

Acts 20-28 
$30.00 

Revelation 
$30.00 

Timothy 
$20.00 

Hebrews 
$30.00 

1 & 2 Peter 
$20.00 

James 
$30.00 

Johannine Epistles 
$30.00 

Colossians 
$20.00 

Thessalonians 

$20.00 
Acts 10-19 

$30.00 
Ephesians 

$20.00 
Acts 1-9 
$30.00 

Zechariah 
$30.00 

Daniel 
$20.00 

Baptist Doctrine 
& History  

$15.00 

Bibliology 
$15.00 

Spiritual Gifts 
$8.00 

Geocentricity 
$10.00 

John the Baptist 
$35.00 

Biblical Madness 
$20.00 

Gnosticism 
$25.00 

Isaiah 
$20.00 

Genesis 
$20.00 

Psalm 119 
$20.00 

Psalms 42-72 
$25.00 

Psalms 1-41 
$20.00 

Job 
$25.00 

Ruth 
$25.00 

Jonah 
$15.00 

The books on this page may be purchased by contacting 
Bible Baptist Church at 860-930-9960 or drtms_bbts@juno.com P
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