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INTRODUCTION 
1)  Zephaniah means “________________” or “_______________” by Jehovah.  
Zephaniah identified himself better than any of the other prophets.  He traces his 
lineage back four generations to Hizkiah (1:1) whom we know as Hezekiah, king of 
Judah.  Zephaniah’s name may have been given to him by his parents who knew 
about the atrocities committed by Hezekiah’s wicked son, _______________ (See 2 
Kings 21:1-6). 
   
2)  Historical Background 

• King Hezekiah, Zephaniah’s great-great-grandfather, was both a great and a 
good king.  He was used of God to bring about moral and spiritual 
_______________ in Judah. 

• Hezekiah’s son Manasseh, however, was Judah’s most evil king.  He brought 
Judah to a new moral and spiritual low.  Judah’s sin was so great that Jehovah 
declared He would not forgive Judah, but that judgment would certainly come.  
In his latter years, Manasseh repented of his sin, but it was too late to turn 
Judah from her sins to God. 

• Manasseh’s son Amon was also a wicked king and followed his father’s early 
footsteps. 

• Amon’s son, Josiah, was crowned as king about 640 B.C. at the age of eight.  
He sought God when he was about 16 years old and began a religious revival 
at age 20.  He destroyed the heathen altars and idols and repaired Jehovah’s 
Temple.  The revival, however, was forced and limited.  The people of Judah 
were still evil in heart and conduct, and were ripe for judgment. 

• At the time of Zephaniah’s prophecy, God was preparing the Babylonians to be 
the “rod of His anger” to chasten Judah.  

Isaiah 10:5  “O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the staff in their hand 
is mine indignation.” 

• As the storm clouds darkened, Zephaniah wrote to warn Judah and the pagan 
nations of impending judgment. 

  
 
 
 
 
3)  Zephaniah has been called the “Compendium of Prophecy.”  His book is a short, 
but concise summary of the ______________ that was soon to befall Judah and he 
looked down through the ages to the judgment of the whole earth.  Beyond that he 
saw a time of universal _______________. 

Chapter one = He announces judgment primarily on Judah. 
Chapter two = He predicts judgment on several other nations. 
Chapter three = He gives a short word concerning the judgment of Judah 
followed by a promise of future glory for Israel during the _______________ 
reign of Christ. 

 
AUTHORSHIP 
Traditional view: _______________ wrote the book (1:1).   
 
RECIPIENTS 
Zepahaniah was addressed primarily to Judah and Jerusalem and secondarily to 
the pagan nations—especially those surrounding Judah. 
 
DATE OF WRITING 
Zephaniah wrote his book during the reign of Josiah (640-608 B. C.)  He probably 
preached before the _______________ under Josiah (640-621 B. C.).   
 
 
 
PURPOSE OF BOOK 
Historical = To warn Judah of the impending doom on both Judah and the nations 
for their sins, and to call them to repentance. 
Doctrinal = God will demonstrate His _______________ by executing judgment 
upon a sinful world.  Also, that God is faithful and will keep His promise to restore 
and regather Israel as a nation (3:20). 
Christological = Christ is seen as the Restorer and King of Israel (3:15 & 20).  
 
 



 
THEME OF THE BOOK 
“The Day of the __________.” 
The Day of the Lord is mentioned about 20 times in this book (See Zephaniah 1:14-
18).   
 
OUTLINE 
 I.  The Execution of Retribution (1)   
 II.  The Exhortation of Repentance (2) 
 III.  The Expectation of Redemption (3) 
 


