
Old Testament Introduction 
  TThhee  BBooookk  ooff  ZZEECCHHAARRIIAAHH  

JJeerrrryy  AAkkeerrss  
 
INTRODUCTION 
1)  Zechariah means “_______________  _______________.”  This was a common 
name, given to about 27 other individuals in the Bible.   

� Evidently, many Godly parents gave this name as an act of gratitude to 
Jehovah for “remembering” them with the gift of a baby boy.   

� Zechariah was the son of Berechiah (Jehovah _______________) who was 
the son of Iddo (the _______________ time).   

� The rich meaning of these names are suggestive of the encouragement God 
gave to the remnant—Jehovah remembered to bless in His appointed time.   

 
2)  Zechariah is the longest book of the Minor Prophets.  Zechariah has been called 
the most Messianic, the most truly apocalyptic, and eschatological of all the writings 
of the Old Testament. 
 
Messianic = His book contains more Messianic prophecies than any other Minor 
prophet. Christ is seen as: 

� The Branch = 3:8 

� God’s Servant = 3:8 

� God’s smitten Shepherd = 13:8 
In Zechariah we also see the prophecies of: 

� Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem = 9:9 

� Christ’s betrayal for 30 pieces of silver = 11:12-13 

� Christ’s pierced hands, feet, & side = 12:10 

� Christ’s triumphant return to the Mount of Olives = 14:3-8 
 

Apocalyptic = This word means “_______________” or “_______________.”  
Consequently, Zechariah has been called the _______________ of the Old 
Testament. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Eschatological = Zechariah contains many prophecies of “things to come”—or 
__________  __________ events. 
 
3)  Zechariah can be divided into two sections.   

� Chapters 1-8 contain a series of eight prophetic visions that had to do with 
the day in which Zechariah preached.  

� Chapters 9-14 are prophecies of end time events.   
 
4)  God used Haggai and Zechariah to preach to His people during the same time 
period.  Zechariah’s message is more in the nature of _______________, whereas 
Haggai’s message was more in the nature of _______________.   

� Haggai’s chief task was to rouse the people to the necessity of the outward 
task of rebuilding the temple.   

� Zechariah goes beyond this to seek to bring about a _______________ 
change in the people.  He appeals to the people about their _______________ 
relationship to God, so that the work of their _______________ (the Temple 
project) might prosper. 

 
AUTHORSHIP 
Traditional view:  _______________ wrote the entire book.   

� Zechariah’s family was among the Jewish exiles who returned from Babylon in 
536    B. C. under Zerubabbel.   

� Zechariah probably was a young child at this time and so would have been a 
young man when he began to prophecy in 520 B. C. (See 2:4). 

� Zechariah was ministering to the Jews as a priest when he was commissioned 
to prophesy.   

� This made him a prophet-priest like his predecessors, _______________ and 
_______________.   

 
 
 
 



 
RECIPIENTS 
Like Haggai, Zechariah is written to the Jewish remnant who had returned to 
Jerusalem from exile in Babylon. 
 
DATE OF WRITING 
Zechariah began his ministry as a prophet about __________ 
_______________after Haggai began to preach in 520 B.C. 
 
PURPOSE OF BOOK 

� To bring about spiritual revival (1:2-3). 

� To inspire the people to complete the Temple rebuilding (1:16 & 4:9). 
 
THEME OF THE BOOK 
God’s unchangeable purpose in grace toward Jerusalem as His dwelling place in 
the midst of His people Israel. 
 
OUTLINE 

I. Visions 1-6   
II.  Questions 7-8 
III.  Burdens 9-14 

 


