
Old Testament Introduction 
  TThhee  BBooookk  ooff  OOBBAADDIIAAHH  

JJeerrrryy  AAkkeerrss  
 
INTRODUCTION 
1) The single chapter, consisting of twenty one verses, makes the Book of Obadiah 
the shortest book in the Old Testament.  Obadiah means “___________________.”   
 
2)  The name Obadiah appears about _______________ times in the Bible, 
representing at least ______________ different people. 

� 1 Kings 18:2-7 = This Obadiah was a steward in the house of King Ahab. 

� 1 Chronicles 3:21 = This Obadiah was a descendant of King 
___________________. 

� Obadiah 1:1 = This is the only reference to the writing prophet, Obadiah. 
 
3) Some of God’s prophets were commissioned to prophesy against foreign nations 
closely involved with Judah’s history.  Obadiah was God’s messenger of impending 
judgment upon ___________________, the hostile kingdom southeast of Judah.  
Obadiah’s mission was to pronounce Jehovah’s judgment on the nation of Edom. 
 

An Outline of Edom’s History and Prophetic Future 

Her Origin 

���� The Edomites descended from Esau, Jacob’s twin brother.  The age long 
warfare between the Israelites and the Edomites began in the womb of Esau 
and Jacob’s mother, ___________________ (Genesis 25:20-26). 

� God chose Jacob and his seed before Jacob or Esau were born (Romans 
9:11-13; Malachi 1:1-2). 

Her Growth 

� Edom became a wealthy and powerful nation, gaining her wealth by 
_______________, by raiding caravans that passed through her boundaries, 
and by trafficking in __________ _______________. 

� She became a nation known for her ______________ or tribal chiefs (Genesis 
36), her wise men (Obadiah 1:8; Jeremiah 49:7), and her 
___________________ (Obadiah 1:3). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Her Disdain for Israel 

� Edom refused the Israelites request to pass through her territories on the 
journey from Egypt.  Israel was forced to travel around Edom (Numbers 20:14-
21). 

� The antagonism that existed between the twin brothers Jacob and Esau 
persisted through the centuries between Israel and Edom (2 Samuel 8:14; 2 
Kings 14:1-7; 2 Chronicles 28:17). 

Her Judgment at God's hand 

� Edom was defeated and subjugated by Nebuchadnezzar in _____________ B. 
C. (Jeremiah 49:7-22). 

� Edom was again defeated, subjugated, and her males forcibly circumcised by 
the Hasmonian dynasty in ___ B. C. 

� Edom’s national existence came to an end in ______ A. D. at the hands of the 
Romans.  Unto this day, there is no nation of Edom; her land is desolation. 

� The former land of the Edomites will be a part of the territory of restored Israel 
during the Millennial reign of Christ (Numbers 24:17-18). 

 
AUTHORSHIP 
The book was written by Obadiah, an otherwise unknown prophet of Judah (1:1).  
Early Jewish tradition supports authorship of Obadiah. 
 
RECIPIENTS 
Although the nation of Edom is addressed directly throughout this prophecy, the 
book of Obadiah was probably written to ___________________ in order to comfort 
them after a bitter defeat at the hand of the Philistines.   During this time of distress, 
rather than helping Judah, Edom had joined her heathen neighbors in carrying away 
spoils from the defeated cities and had rejoiced over the devastation of the cities 
Judah. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
DATE OF WRITING 
Probably during the reign of ___________________ (848-841 B. C.). 
 
PURPOSE OF BOOK 
Historical purpose = To pronounce _______________ on Edom and to predict the 
restoration of the land of Judah. 
Doctrinal purpose = To declare the ___________________ of God, His 
faithfulness in restoring the land given to Abraham, and to demonstrate the perils of 
hating God’s chosen people—the Jews (anti-Semitism).  
Christological purpose = To picture the _____________ as the possessor of the 
kingdom (21). 
 
THEME OF THE BOOK 
Judgment upon Edom. 
 
OUTLINE 

I. The Rumor About Edom’s Judgment (1-9) 
II. The Reason For Edom’s Judgment (10-14) 

 


