
Old Testament Introduction 
  TThhee  BBooookk  ooff  MMAALLAACCHHII  

JJeerrrryy  AAkkeerrss  
 
INTRODUCTION 
1)  Malachi means “_____   _______________.”  Because the Hebrew root word for 
his name is mal’ak (translated “angel” 111 times in KJV), he is sometimes called the 
unknown prophet with the _______________ name.   

� Malachi was the last messenger of God until John the Baptist, who was God’s 
messenger sent to prepare the way for the Messiah (3:1 cp. Matthew 11:7-
10).   

� As Nehemiah was the last of the _______________ writers, so Malachi was 
the last of the _______________ writers. 

 
2)  The Book of Malachi is both a conclusion and connecting link in the Bible.   

� It concludes the story of Israel for the span of 2000-400 B. C., and is the last 
prophetic voice of the Old Testament.   

� It connects the Old Testament with the New Testament by its prophecies of 
John the Baptist and Christ’s first advent (3:1-6 & 4:2). 

 
3)  After Haggai and Zechariah passed off the scene, the Israelites again became 
complacent and gross sin ensued.   

� Spiritually = Hypocrisy and irreverence characterized her religious life.   

� Both the priests and the people were violating the stipulations of the 
Mosaic Law regarding sacrifices, tithes, and offerings, yet they were 
_______________ that God would call them into account for their 
wickedness.   

� Malachi records seven flippant questions the sinful people ask of 
God in response to previous clear statements made by God (1:2, 
1:6, 1:7, 2:17, 3:7, 3:8, 3:13). 

� Morally = Malachi charged Israel with her sins of sorcery, adultery, perjury, 
fraud, and oppression (3:5). 

� Socially = _______________ was rampant and _______________ with the 
heathen had been reintroduced into the land.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
In the midst of such apostasy, Malachi prophesies certain judgment.  He 
admonishes Israel to obey the Mosaic Law, and encourages the faithful remnant 
with the assurance that the Messiah would come as prophesied. 
 
4)   The Old Testament opens with man in the Garden sinless and happy in His 
Creator’s love.  It closes, however, with sinful man miserable, unhappy, and in 
jeopardy of God’s judgment.  It opens with man in God’s paradise, but it closes with 
man under threat of God’s _______________ (4:6). 
 
AUTHORSHIP 
Traditional view: _______________ wrote the book (1:1).  

� Some consider the name “Malachi” not to be a proper name at all, but rather 
the title of someone who desired to keep himself _______________.   

� One tradition says this is a title for _______________, but he is always referred 
to as a scribe and never a prophet.   

� Malachi is never called by name in the New Testament, but he is quoted a 
number of times (Matthew 11:19; 17:12; Mark 1:2; 9:11; Luke 1:17; Romans 
9:13).  

Most conservative theologians believe Malachi to be a proper name rather than a 
title. 
 
RECIPIENTS 
Malachi preached to the people of Israel who had returned to the land from the 
captivity.  He especially addresses the _______________ (1:6, 2:1) and the 
_______________ among the people (4:2-3). 
 
DATE OF WRITING 
The Book of Malachi is difficult to date because he includes no datable persons or 
events in his prophecy.   

� His prophecy does, however, show kinship with Nehemiah’s record—they 
both dealt with the same religious and social problems (Defiled worship, 
Oppression, divorce, intermarriage, etc.). 

�  



 
� Along with this, the fact that the Temple had been rebuilt and life had 

returned to a somewhat normal state in Jerusalem, it appears that Malachi 
and Nehemiah were contemporaries.   

� This would date the book at sometime after 450 B. C. 
 
PURPOSE OF BOOK 

���� Historical = To _______________ and warn the backslidden remnant of their 
spiritual, moral, and social decay.  

���� Doctrinal = Malachi teaches that unless there is _______________ in God’s 
people there will be a purging by God’s hand.  He stresses that sincerity and 
purity are _______________ to serving God.  

���� Christological = Christ is the “Messenger of the Covenant” (3:1) and the “Sun 
of Righteousness” (4:2). 

 
THEME OF THE BOOK 
God’s people rebuked for neglecting and profaning the _______________ of the 
LORD. 
 
OUTLINE 

I. Jehovah’s Love for Israel 1:1-5 
II. Jehovah’s Law against Israel 1:6-3:15 
III. Jehovah’s Lament about Israel 3:16-4:6 

 


