
Old Testament Introduction 
  TThhee  BBooookk  ooff  JJOONNAAHH  

JJeerrrryy  AAkkeerrss  
 
INTRODUCTION 
1)  “Jonah means _______________ and he answered his name by flying away as 
fast as he could.”1  According to 2 Kings 14:25, Jonah was the son of Amittai 
whose hometown was Gath-hepher, a small village about 3 miles northeast of 
Nazareth.  A Jewish _______________ says that Jonah’s mother was the widow of 
Zarephath and that Elijah raised Jonah from the dead (1 Kings 17:8-24). 
   
2)  Jonah is one of the most interesting prophets of the Bible.  He preached a 
message of repentance, but he actually hoped for the __________ of Israel’s brutal 
enemies at Ninevah, the capital of Assyria.  Jonah was one of the few prophets 
arising out of the Northern Kingdom and he is the __________ prophet sent directly 
to the heathen. 
 
3)  As always, when the _______________ is involved, critics arise and attempt to 
discredit God’s Word.  Historically, Jonah has been one of the most attacked books 
of the Bible.  It has been made the butt of ill-advised humor and undeserved ridicule.  
This is due, for the most part, because of the unwillingness of Bible critics to accept 
as __________ the account of Jonah being swallowed by a great fish and being in 
its belly three days and nights.  G. Campbell Morgan said of this book:   

“Some men are so busy with a tape measure trying to find out whether a man 
could get inside a fish, they never plumb the depths of deity.” 

 
4)  The reluctance to take the account of Jonah as true and literal is sourced in the 
denial of the miraculous.  Actually, the 
 
Book of Jonah is full of miracles. 

���� God generated a great storm and then caused it to suddenly cease 1:4 & 15. 

� God assigned a whale to swallow Jonah 1:17.   
Note: 

                                                           

1 Robert Boyd, Boyd’s Bible Handbook, pg. 333. 

� The Hebrew word dag used here is a general word for aquatic 
animals, i.e., “fish.”   

� See Matthew 12:40.  In recounting the Jonah account, Jesus chose 

to use a specific Greek word for whale—kh`to" [ketos].   

� The modern day word for the study of whales, cetology, is based 
upon this specific Greek word that Christ used. 

���� God ordered the whale to spit out Jonah 2:10. 

���� God made a gourd (vine) to grow up and shade Jonah 4:6. 

���� God appointed a worm to eat the vine 4:7. 

���� God ordered a scorching wind to blow upon Jonah 4:8. 

� God saved the city of Nineveh 3:5ff.  
   
AUTHORSHIP 
The prophet Jonah wrote the book himself. 

���� The writer of 2 Kings recognized Jonah as a __________ person (2 Kings 
14:25). 

� __________ Himself accepted Jonah’s account as historical (Matthew 12:39-
41). 

Note: Bible critics view Jonah is a fictitious character and the Book of 
Jonah simply as an allegorical tale. 

 
RECIPIENTS 
Jonah wrote to his proud, patriotic fellow-countrymen who were already under 
forced taxation (tribute) by the evil Assyrians. 
 
DATE OF WRITING 
Jonah prophesied during the reign of Jeroboam II (782-753   B. C.).  He probably 
wrote the book during this time. 
 
PURPOSE OF BOOK 
Historical = Jonah provides a strong rebuke to the ____________________ of the 
Jews that blinded them to the fact of God’s love toward the Gentiles.  
Doctrinal purpose = Jonah teaches the universality of salvation, the need for 
obedience to God, and the truth that “_______________ _____ _____ _____ 
__________” (2:9).  
 



 
Christological purpose = The New Testament mentions Jonah as a __________ 
of Christ’s resurrection (Matthew 12:40).  
 
THEME OF THE BOOK 
A great Gentile city repents and turns to God under the reluctant preaching of the 
prophet Jonah (3:4-5). 
 
OUTLINE 

I. The prodigal prophet (1) 
 II. The praying prophet (2) 
 III. The preaching prophet (3) 
 IV. The pouting prophet (4)  

 

 


