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INTRODUCTION 
1) Joel means “__________  _____  ________.”  He prophesied to a people who 
had seemingly forgotten this fact.  Little else is known about the prophet Joel.  He 
seems to have been one of the earliest writing prophets, probably ministering during 
the same time period as Elisha. 
 
2)  Joel has been called the “prophet of religious _______________.  He 
understood that genuine repentance lay at the foundation of all real revival, and he 
preached hard to bring his people to repentance.    
 
3)  The setting of the book is an awful _______________ plague, accompanied by a 
great _______________. The land of Judah had been devastated.  Joel’s 
description of the locust plague has been confirmed by many accounts of locust 
devastations.  Locusts have been called “the incarnation of hunger.”  They have 
been known to devour over an area of almost ninety miles every green herb and 
every blade of grass, so that the ground gave the appearance of having been 
scorched by fire. 
 
4) Joel writes to call the people to repentance so that the locust plague might be 
lifted, and to warn of a greater day of trouble that would come in the future.  Joel 
used the locust plague to preach about the _____ ___  _____  ________.  Just as 
the locust destroyed everything, so will God do in _______________ in the coming 
Day of the Lord. 

� The Day of the Lord is mentioned five times in the three chapters of Joel.  This 
is a prophetic term that has to do primarily with the nation of Israel. 

� The Day of the Lord is defined as “that extended period of time beginning with 
God’s dealing with Israel after the rapture at the beginning of the tribulation 
period and extending through the second advent and the millennial age unto 
the creation of the new heavens and new earth after the millennium.” 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
AUTHORSHIP 
This book is written by Joel, the son of Pethuel (1:1).  Because of his references to 
________________________, he was probably a citizen of Judah (2:1).  Little else 
is known about Joel.   

� The New Testament confirms that he penned this book, and that he was a 
prophet (Acts 2:16). 

� His detailed description of the locust plague suggests that he may have had an 
_______________ background (1:2-7). 

���� It is also possible that he was a __________ because of his high ideals for 
Divine worship (1:13-14). 

 
RECIPIENTS 
The message from Joel was penned to “all the inhabitants of the land” (1:2).  
Evidently this refers to Judah and Jerusalem where the temple and the priests were  
(1:9; 13 & 14; 2:15).  However, his prophecy does speak of the Assyrian invasion 
which ultimately captured the Northern Kingdom in ______ 
B. C. (Chapter 2) 
 
DATE OF WRITING 
The lack of a reference to a __________, but to ruling elders and priests, seem to 
indicate that Joel ministered during a time of co-regency—possibly that of Joash (7 
years old when his reign began) and Jehoiada (A priest who was a 
guardian/instructor to Joash during his younger years.).  This would date the writing 
of Joel around ________  B. C. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
PURPOSE OF BOOK 

� Historical purpose—Joel was given as a _______________ of God’s 
impending judgment on Judah. 

� Doctrinal purpose—Two teachings are central: the Day of the Lord 
(________________________) and the coming of the Spirit of the Lord 
(________________________). 

� Christological purpose—Christ is presented as the One Who gives the Holy 
Spirit (2:28), Who judges the nations (3:2; 12), and Who is the 
________________________ and ________________________ for His 
people (3:16). 

 
 
THEME OF THE BOOK 
The Day of the Lord 
 
OUTLINE 

I.  The Prelude to the Day of the Lord (1) 
II.  The Prophecy of the Day of the Lord (2) 
III.  The Purpose of the Day of the Lord (3) 

 


