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 INTRODUCTION 
1) The Minor Prophets are the last section of the Old Testament.  The name “Minor 
Prophets” originated around the 4th century A. D.  These books are so called 
because of their size, not their content.  The Minor Prophets all dealt with the same 
major issues as the Major Prophets.  Although they are called Minor Prophets, they 
preach a _________________ message.   
2)  The Hebrew Bible regards these writings as one book, and calls them simply 
_____  _______________. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3)  The Book of Hosea might be subtitled “_______  __________  _____  
_______________.”  Hosea was the last _________________ prophet to minister 
to Israel before they fell to the Assyrians in __________ B. C.   
4)  Hosea’s name means _________________ or deliverer.  It is interesting to note 
that the names of Joshua and Jesus come from the same root word as Hosea. 
5)  Hosea may have been ministering to Israel when the Assyrian invaders 
conquered Israel, just as Jeremiah was ministering to Judah when it fell the 
Babylonians.   

� Hosea and Jeremiah preached the same kind of message--they were both 
“_____________ prophets.”   

� Hosea has been called the prophet of the _________________ heart.    
� His Divine commission was to plead with the people of Israel to return to 

God.   
� They did not respond, and so captivity came.  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
AUTHORSHIP 

Hosea, son of Beeri (1:1). 
 
RECIPIENTS 

Hosea is clearly directed to the northern ten tribes of Israel, often referred to as 
Ephraim (5:3, 5; 12:1; 13:1). 
 
DATE OF WRITING 
Hosea’s ministry covered the span between Uzziah’s reign and Hezekiah’s or at 
least _____ years (758 to 727 B. C.).  He probably wrote the book around 725 B.C.  
Hosea is the only writing prophet _____ the Northern Kingdom _____ the Northern 
Kingdom. 
 

PURPOSE OF BOOK 
The Northern Kingdom had sunk to the lowest depth of apostasy and immorality.  
Hosea was to preach to Israel that she had been unfaithful to her 
_________________, Jehovah.  Jehovah, because of her unfaithfulness, was going 
to chasten her, but He will eventually buy her back and restore her to a place of 
_________________.  This message is illustrated by Hosea’s personal experience: 

1.  Hosea was commanded to marry a wife (_________________) who proved 
to be unfaithful to him (_________________). 
2.  The children born to them were __________ of God’s dealings with Israel—
symbolic of a Divine message     (1:4-9) 

� Jezreel, the name of the first son, means “_______  _______  
__________” which symbolized the judgment that would come upon 
the house of Jehu. 

� Lo-Ruhamah, the daughter, means “______ __________”  which 
symbolized God withdrawing His hand of mercy from the rebellious 
nation, leaving her to be destroyed by the brutal Assyrians. 

� Lo-Ammi, the name of the second son, means “_____  __________”  
which symbolized Jehovah’s temporary rejection of the nation 
because of their sin. 

 

Minor Prophets 

Hosea           Jonah              Zephaniah 

Joel               Micah              Haggai 

Amos            Nahum            Zechariah 

Obadiah        Habakkuk         Malachi 

 



 
 
3.  Gomer (Hosea’s wife) was sinful, committing adultery.  Hosea was faithful to her 
in his love.  He bought her back from the slavery in which her adultery had involved 
her, but refused to restore her fully for a period of time as a period of 
_________________.  Through this all, Hosea loved Gomer in spite of her sin.  The 
purpose of this was to show God’s _________________ for sin, yet His undying 
__________ for Israel. 
 
THEME OF THE BOOK 
Hosea has a fourfold theme common to almost all of the prophetical books: 

� A denunciation of Israel’s _________________ 

� A call to repentance 

� An announcement of impending doom if Israel fails to repent 

� A prediction of ultimate _________________ upon the nation of Israel even 
though the threatened judgments do come to pass 

 

OUTLINE 
 I.  A Faithful Husband and an Unfaithful Wife 1-3 
 II.  A Faithful Lord and an Unfaithful Israel 4-14 
 


