
Old Testament Introduction 
  TThhee  BBooookk  ooff  JJoosshhuuaa  

JJeerrrryy  AAkkeerrss  
 

INTRODUCTION 
1)  Joshua begins the second division of the Old Testament.  This section consists 
of __________ books and is called the _______________ section. 
2)  Our English Bible is divided into __________ sections:  The Pentateuch, 
History, Poetry, Major Prophets and Minor Prophets.  This division reflects the 
influence of the Septuagint, which was a Greek translation of the Old Testament. 
3)  The Hebrew Old Testament was divided into __________ sections: The Law 
(Torah), The Prophets (Nebhiim), and The Writings (Kethubhim). 
4)  Joshua means “_______________  _______________,” or “Jehovah is 
_______________.”  This name aptly fits Joshua.  Jehovah wrought salvation for 
Israel through Joshua by defeating the enemies of Israel and giving them the land of 
_______________. 
5)   Joshua is the book of _______________.  It occupies a strategic spot in the Old 
Testament.  Joshua is the climax of a progressive history, as well as the 
_______________  of a new experience for Israel. 

� Genesis = God brings ___________________ to birth and promises 
Israel the land of __________________. 

� Exodus = God delivers His _____________________ people from 
oppression in Egypt.  

� Leviticus = God gives His chosen people ______________  by which to 
live. 

� Numbers = God leads the nation of Israel through the wilderness to the 
gate of ____________________. 

� Deuteronomy = God gives final instructions to prepare His people to 
enter the ____________________ land. 

Joshua picks up the story at this point and describes the _______________  of the 
land as well as the ______________ of the territories to the tribes of Israel. 
 

AUTHORSHIP 
1)  The Traditional view:  Jewish tradition, both ancient and modern, ascribe the 
authorship to _____________________.    Most conservative Christians believe 
Joshua wrote the book based on the following evidence: 

�  

 
 
 

�  
� Large parts of the book were apparently written by an 

_________________________.   Joshua 5:1, 6; 15:4 
� Joshua is specifically stated as the author.  Joshua 24:25 
� Joshua 24:29-31 were possibly added by Eleazer the priest and verse 33 

added by Phinehas his son. 
2)  The Critical view:  Critics add this book to the Pentateuch, saying it is from the 
same source (JEPD) and have coined the expression “Hexateuch” to fit their theory. 
 
RECIPIENTS 
The Book of Joshua is written to the nation of Israel who had just conquered and 
was settling the _________________ land.  
 

DATE OF WRITING 

The Book of Joshua was written about __________ BC at the conclusion of the 
conquest of the land of Canaan and just prior to Joshua’s death.  Joshua died at the 
age of _____. (24:29) 
 
PURPOSE OF BOOK 

The aim of the book is to demonstrate God’s _______________ to His promises by 
leading Israel into the land of Canaan as He had previously led them out of the land 
of Egypt.  (Genesis 15:18 cf. Joshua 1:2-6) 
 
THEME OF THE BOOK 

The  _______________ and ____________of the land.  (11:23) 
    
OUTLINE    
 I. Entering the Land (1-5) 
 II. Overcoming the Land (6-12) 
 III. Occupying the Land  (13-24) 
 


