
Old Testament Introduction 
  TThhee  BBooookk  ooff  EEcccclleessiiaasstteess  

JJeerrrryy  AAkkeerrss  
 

INTRODUCTION 
1)  The title of the Book of Ecclesiates means  “____________________” or 
“assembler.”  The writer of the book gives himself the title of Koheleth (“The 
Preacher”) in 1:1, 2, 12; 7:27; 12: 8, 9, 10.  This is the Hebrew word for “one who 
addresses an assembly.”  The Septuagint translators gave the book the title of 
Ecclesiates, which is a form of the Greek word ekklesia or 
“___________________.” 
2)  Ecclesiastes is one of the most perplexing and confusing of all the books of the 
Bible to the average reader.  It has been branded as a book of pessimism and 
denounced by the critics as unworthy of the Holy Spirit’s authorship. This is due to 
several reasons. 

� Its sense of hopelessness and despair, depicting the emptiness and 
____________________ of life.  (1:3-8) 

� Its lack of a note of praise or peace. 

� Its seeming approval of conduct that is at variance with the rest of 
Scripture. 

• Hedonism = 2:24 

• Annihilation = 3:19-22  

• Soul sleep = 9:5 & 10; 12:7 
A key to understanding Ecclesiastes is being able to make a distinction between 
what is revealed truth and the inspired record of man’s reasoning.  Inspiration does 
not mean that every statement made in the Bible is true, but that the 
____________________ of it is true.   

Example: Satan’s words in Genesis 3:4, 5.   
3)  The difficulties associated with Ecclesiastes can be resolved only by a correct 
view of the nature and purpose of the book.   It must be understood as the book of 
the ___________________ man—his reasoning and actions apart from the Spirit of 
God and His divine revelation.  The purpose of the book must be seen to 
demonstrate to the natural man the complete ____________________ of that which 
is “under the sun” apart from that which is “above the sun”—God’s revelation and 
salvation. 

4)  Ecclesiastes is an investigation of ___________________ that ultimately tells 
what kind of life is worth living.  It is the quest of a person who sees only vanity all 
about him until his eyes are opened to the ____________________ offered by God. 
 
AUTHORSHIP 

1)  The Traditional view: There is strong scriptural testimony that 
____________________ was the author of the book. 

• Direct claim = 1:1 

• Wisdom = 1:16 cf. 1 Kings 4:29-30 

• Riches, etc, = 2:4-11 
2)  The Critical view:  Critics say that Ecclesiastes is the work of a later literary 
impersonator, not Solomon himself. 
 
RECIPIENTS 

The recipients are not specifically stated, however, “young man” is mentioned in 
11:19 and “my son” in 12:12.  As a part of the “Wisdom”  literature, Ecclesiastes is 
intended as a guide for all people. 
 
DATE OF WRITING 
According to tradition, Solomon wrote Song of Solomon in his 
____________________ years, expressing a young man’s love.  He wrote Proverbs 
in his ____________________ years, manifesting a middle-aged man’s wisdom.  
He reportedly wrote Ecclesiastes in his declining years, revealing an 
____________________ man’s sorrow.  It could be that Solomon wrote 
Ecclesiastes as a record of his regret for and repentance from his sins recorded in 1 
Kings 11.  It this is correct, Ecclesiates would have been written around ___ B. C. 
just prior to Solomon’s death. 
 

PURPOSE OF BOOK 

To spare future generations the bitterness of learning through their own experience 
that life is ____________________ apart from God. 
 

THEME OF THE BOOK 

The ____________________ of life “under the sun.”  “Vanity” in Ecclesiastes is not 
foolish pride, but rather _____________ or futility.  “Under the sun” indicates the 



reasoning and actions of the natural man apart from the Spirit of God and His 
revelation. 
 

OUTLINE   
I.  The Preacher’s Subject  1:1-11 
II.  The Preacher’s Sermon 1:12-10:20 
III.  The Preacher’s Summary 11-12 

 


